335. LETTER TO KUNVARJI MEHTA

[CAPE TOWN,]
Jeth Vad 8 [Jim 15, 1914]

DEAR SHRI KUNVARJI1,

I have your letter.   Thanks.  I hope to meet the students
In Surat when I return to India.

With fa regards

MOHANDAS K!ARAMCHANB GANDHI

From a photostat of the Gujarati original in Gaadhiji's hand: S. N. 2660

336. A HISTORIC DEBATE

The second reading of the Indian Bill was carried by a very
substantial majority and became the occasion for a weighty pro-
nouncement on the Government's Indian policy.2 General Smuts*
speech was studiously moderate and not at all offensive as some
of his speeches on the subject have been in the past General
Botha's speech was worthy of the occasion. We feel grateful for
his declaration that the Government proposed to stand or fall
by the Bill. The other speeches delivered in favour of the Bill were
of the same high order and, if the spirit of justice and concilia-
tion that pervaded the speeches is continued in the administra-
tion of the existing laws, there need be no fear whatsoever of any
Indian trouble arising in the future* We take the speeches as an
earnest of the intention of the Government and the legislature
that the resident population is to be treated with justice and fair
play. Contrary to past experience, General Smuts made it clear
that, this time, not only had the Government considered the feel-
ings of the Imperial Government and the Government of India,
but they had considered the Indian sentiment also. We trust
that the same policy will be followed in the future.

What could have contributed to this high tone of the
debate? Certainly the watchfulness of the Imperial Government;
certainly, also, the courageous handling of the question by the

1 Kunvarji Vithalbhai Mehta, manager of the Patidar Students' Hostd at
Surat, in Gujarat

2 This was on June 8, 1914.